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David Marsh 
The Shed online
Awhole year on zoom – who’d 

have thought it possible! In 
fact like many other organisations 
we’ve discovered a whole new 
side of ourselves and new ways 
of getting garden history and 
conservation across to new 
audiences as well as our traditional 
one. We’ve learned a lot in the 
process and while there’s no 
doubt that face-to-face meetings 
are essential for our sanity there’s 
equally no doubt that zoom has a 
lot of advantages. Giving a lecture 
now doesn’t require working out 
travel times and counting up 
the costs, merely a quick think 
about which room to sit in. It’s 
much cheaper for the people or 
group we’re talking to, and there 
are no limits on numbers who 
can join in. It’s much easier and 
more efficient for everyone, and 
speakers can’t forget the vital 
cable or memory stick and don’t 
have to worry about technical 
compatibility of equipment. But 
it’s equally convenient for the 
audience too. There’s no travel on 
a cold winter’s night in the rain – 
even if the journey was feasible in 
the first place. They can [and do] 
watch in the comfort of their own 
home with tea and cake, glasses 
of wine or G&T’s to hand. We’ve 
even seen audience members 
watching from the comfort of 
their bed [that’s one reason why 
we suggest you keep cameras off!] 
And crucially what it means is that 
our audiences can be anywhere 
in the world. As I write our last 
lecture was delivered from Boston 
[Massachusetts not Lincolnshire] 
and had audience members from 
all over the world. Without zoom 
that would simply be impossible. 

So maybe it’s not so surprising 
that since January we’ve sold about 
34,000 tickets. 

Obviously I miss the audience 
interaction which makes teaching 
and lecturing so much fun but I 
have to set that against the fact 
that every lecture I give is probably 
reaching more than ten times the 
number of people it would on-site. 
The same is true for all our 
speakers and all the groups we’ve 
been partnering. It’s great to know, 
for instance, that the research your 
county trust has been carrying 
out, or your particular area of 
interest, knowledge and expertise 
is reaching a much wider audience 
than your own membership and 
that perhaps it’s encouraging 
others to get involved themselves.  

So you won’t be surprised to 
learn that the GT is staying online 
and will be delivering a large 
programme of lectures and courses 
from the autumn onwards.

Our new season starts in 
September, with Monday evening 
sessions, from 6 September, and on 
through the new year, on the history 
of Commercial Nurseries, plant 
hunters and pioneers (see p.30).

Tuesdays will be busy, with a 
morning series on Yorkshire’s Trees 
in September, and evening sessions 
from FOLAR – the Friends 
of Landscape Architecture at 
Reading, the home of the former 
Landscape Institute collections 
(following a series they will be 
running themselves in August, 
see p.37). Then in October we 
will have a series on garden 
archaeology [six sessions], followed 
by a series on Shakespeare and 
gardens starting in mid-November. 

Wednesday evenings 
see a continuation of our 
Unforgettable Gardens 
series; Norfolk GT brings 
us September evenings with talks 
on Houghton, The Plantation 
Garden, Norwich, the Venetian 
Waterways of Great Yarmouth, and 
the Royal Gardens at Sandringham. 
We move to Surrey GT in October, 
with talks on Sutton Place, 
Munstead Wood, the Muslim 
Burial Grounds at Woking, and 
Albury Park, initially laid out by 
John Evelyn. Our November series 
takes us to Northamptonshire 
GT and includes Kirby Hall, 
and Holdenby, before we spread 

The development and continuing conservation of Boston’s Emerald Necklace park 
system formed part of our link-up series with the Historic Gardens Foundation.
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Plant Nurseries, Plant Hunters and Pioneers
We are now planning a series 

of Monday evening zoom 
lectures to run from September 
through to mid-2022. The subjects 
are wide-ranging in date and 
approach but are linked by the 
common theme of the establishment 
and history of plant nurseries, 
the people who owned them and 
their quest for new and interesting 
plants. We aim to include talks 
on nurseries from York, Cheshire, 
Hampshire and Norfolk, as well as 
London and its environs, some of 
which have been run by the same 
families for several generations. 

For October, we have a series 
of four talks by Caradoc Doy, 
professional horticulturalist and 
authority on ‘The Story Veitch 
Nurseries in Exeter and Chelsea’. 

Founded in the late-18th century, 
this was one of the most remarkable 
horticultural dynasties, sending their 
own plant collectors abroad in search 
of new plants to feed the appetite 
of the Victorian elite for exotic 
novelties. Between 1840 and 1912, 
Messrs. Veitch sent twenty-three 
plant collectors to various continents 
in search of new plants for our 
homes, glass houses and gardens.

Looking further ahead, in 
February and March 2022 we 
have an exciting series of six 
talks by expert speakers on the 
exquisite drawings of Chinese plants 
produced by John Bradby Blake and 
his Chinese artists in the 1770s. 

More details and dates will 
appear on The Gardens Trust 
website soon, when booking will 

open, so please watch that space.
Sign up for our monthly 

e-Bulletin, if you haven’t already 
done so, to hear more about all 
our upcoming online offerings, 
lectures and courses.

Sally Jeffery

our wings further to include 
the Japanese Garden at Tatton, 
Cheshire, and beyond.

Our continuing series on Garden 
History resumes on Thursday 
mornings, with a course on 
early-18th-century gardens, with 
six sessions beginning on 23 
September, followed by a series 
on the English Landscape Garden 
from 11 November.

On Fridays throughout 
September, there will be a series 
on aspects of Botany taking us 
through to mid-October.

But don’t despair if you can’t 
bear the thought of living on 
zoom permanently. We will be 
doing ‘live’ events too when it’s 
possible, but what we’re hoping 
is that we can find a way of doing 
some things simultaneously. This 

so-called ‘hybrid’ method means 
that we’d have a live audience, 
but we’d broadcast it via zoom [or 
equivalent] at the same time, as 
well as record them. We’re hoping 
to trial this in partnership with the 
Garden Museum later this year 
and if that works then the sky’s the 
limit on what the GT can achieve. 
I might even have to buy an even 
bigger shed!

Gardens Trust Events 2021/2022 thegardenstrust.org/events-archive/
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GT events Lectures
Conferences
Study Tours

The Gardens Trust Annual General Meeting
at 6pm, Friday 3 September 2021

In light of continuing uncertainty 
surrounding the impact of 

Covid-19 restrictions and social 
distancing measures, the 2021 
AGM will be held online by zoom. 
Members are welcome to attend the 

online AGM, cast their votes and ask 
questions. For members unable to 
attend online, you can vote by proxy. 

For the Notice of the Annual General 
Meeting 2021 and Annual Report 2020, 
see enclosed booklet together with 

Proxy Voting Form for Individual 
and Joint Members of the Gardens 
Trust. Your vote is important and 
will help to ensure a quorum for the 
meeting. Closing date for proxy votes is 
6pm on Tuesday 31 August 2021.
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Study Tour to France
Jardins à la Française: origins, variations, reinventions
Friday 17 to Monday 20 September 2021 — UPDATE 

With the success of the 
vaccine programme we are 

looking forward to honouring 
the revised dates of the trip, 
Friday morning 17 September 
to the afternoon of Monday 20 
September 2021. It will still be 
led by landscape historian, author 
and curator, Dr Gabriel Wick 
with Robert Peel as organiser. The 
plan is to meet our coach at Gare 
du Nord on Friday morning and 
drive to Fontainebleau, a key site 
in the development of the classical 
French gardens in the late-16th 
and early-17th centuries. From 
there to Chateau de Courances, 
home of the Ganay family, with 
its renaissance water-gardens, 
reinterpreted by Henri and 
Achille Duchêne in the early-20th 
century, and restored by the family 
in the post-war period. 

We will then spend the night 
in Orléans, before travelling 
along the River Loire, to the 
newly reconstituted early 18th-
century garden at the Chateau 
de Chambord and the Chateau 
de Gaillard. We will also visit 
the Pagoda of Chanteloup, that 
poignant fragment of one of 
France’s lost 18th-century gardens. 

We shall overnight in Tours, 
which is conveniently located 
to tour the gardens of three 
other chateaux, Lude, Lathan 
and Villandry, each significant 
for their history as well as their 
pragmatic and ecologically driven 
approaches to planting and 
maintenance. 

Finally, on Monday we shall 
visit Chateau de Valmer with its 
terraced-gardens, vineyards and 
potager, and enjoy a wine tasting 

thegardenstrust.org/events-archive/ Gardens Trust Events 2021

before heading back to Paris to 
connect with the evening Eurostar. 

Full details appeared in GT News 
12 Spring 2020 issue. There may 
be places available at this short 
notice for those wanting to join us 
but no guarantees. If interested, 
please apply to Robert Peel:  
rma.peel@btopenworld.com

Ariel view of the complex of gardens at Château de Valmer.
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Statue of David on Leda's Terrace,  
Château de Valmer, our final visit.
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Following our successful study 
tour to Western Sicily in Spring 

2019 (see our report on the study 
tour p.38, GT news 10, Summer 
2019), Robert Peel and Cassandra 
Funsten prepared another one there 
for members of the Gardens Trust 
in Spring 2020. Revised dates are 
about to be fixed for early April 
2022. Please contact Robert Peel if 
you wish to be notified, as soon as 
they are known. We still have a few 
places available. Once confirmed 
by the travel agent and when airline 
schedules are known, revised dates 
for April 2022 will be sent to those 
who are still intending to participate 
and to those on the waiting list. In 
addition the dates will be posted 
in the Autumn edition of this 
newsletter, and on the website. 

The same programme of visits 
will be included, with five nights 
in Palermo, a day in Bagheria, and 
two nights in Trapani, from where 
to visit Segesta, Mozia, Marsala, 
Mazara and Selinunte.

The aim is to give a full appreciation 
of the range of landscapes and 
gardens in western Sicily and the 
architectural heritage in its varied 
manifestations through the centuries, 
from classical Greek, through 
Norman, medieval, baroque, neo-
classical and Liberty style. 

Sicily’s climate permits a 
hedonistic mix of Mediterranean 
and exotic plants from temperate 
and tropical parts of other 
continents, as well as a rich range of 
wild flowers, especially prominent 
in the archaeological sites we visit.

Cassandra is based in Palermo and 
her knowledge of the gardens and 
plants of the city allows a thorough 
appreciation of the art and botany 
of its designed landscapes.

Contact Robert Peel: rma.peel@
btopenworld.com

In his report on our earlier Study 
Tour in 2019, Robert wrote: 
‘At Villa Valguarnera the 

chatelaine has succeeded in turning 
the mafia out of her property, on  
re-occupying it after a period 
when her family was unable to 
reside there. She conducted us 
along the masonic-influenced 
circuit of her garden, inspired 
by the philosophy of her mute 
female antecedent, along which 
we passed challenges to purge our 
weakness and prepare our strength 
of leadership until reaching the 
prominent peak of the garden 
from which to survey the disarray 
of modern Bagheria below. Our 
hostess convinced us that the first 
cycad to arrive in Sicily came with 
Queen Maria Carolina, while she 
resided at Villa Valguarnera. To 
show her disapproval of Napoleon, 
whose wife Josephine famously 

favoured roses, the Bourbon 
queen had chosen the cycad as 
her specific botanical device. The 
Botanical Garden in Palermo now 
has the largest collection of cycads 
anywhere in Europe.

The owner of Villa Valguarnera is 
preoccupied at threats by the local 
authority to expropriate that part 
of her estate through which the 
historic entrance drive leads up to 
the Bernini-style oval courtyard in 
front of the house. I volunteered 
the support of The Gardens Trust 
in any conflict she might find in 
trying to save the integrity of this 
very important 18th-century estate.

Bagheria has already been the 
victim of too much ill-considered 
development and The Gardens 
Trust has a proud inheritance of 
campaigning for the survival of 
landscapes that need our support.’

RP

Study Tour to Palermo and the West of  Sicily
Now rescheduled for April 2022 — UPDATE

Looking back across the terrace of Villa Valguarnera, Bagheria. 
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The Gardens Trust North Yorkshire weekend
North Yorkshire explored 2022
The Gardens Trust North Yorkshire weekend 2022 will be held in and around Richmond  
and Wensleydale over the weekend of Friday 2 to Sunday 4 September
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Members are probably now 
aware that our North 

Yorkshire weekend is back on track 
for the first weekend in September 
2022, and our partners Val 
Hepworth and the Yorkshire 
Gardens Trust are (still) looking 
forward to welcoming us then. 

Centred on Wensleydale and 
the picturesque Georgian town 
of Richmond, all our visits are to 
privately-owned historic listed or 
registered estates and we’ll have 
access to many areas not normally 
open to the public. 

We will be based, as originally 
planned, at the Holiday Inn just 
off the A1(M)/A66 at Scotch 
Corner (DL10 6NR) which has 
been attractively refurbished 
and updated (with efficient 
double glazing) and offers ample 
conference facilities and on-site 
parking. 

Darlington station is twenty 
minutes away by frequent local 
express bus or taxi to the hotel.

Our aim is to keep prices as for 
2020, but some venues may pass 
on small increases – we will let you 
know in good time. 

There are just eighty residential 
places available at the Holiday 
Inn (with some sharing 
rooms) plus provision for day-
attendance. Additional overnight 
accommodation (on a self-book 
basis) may be available at the 
nearby Scotch Corner Travelodge. 

Booking will now open on 
the GT website (via Eventbrite) 
in February 2022 and probably 
close at the start of August 2022. 
Details of the fully revised 
itinerary will be available on 
Eventbrite when you book and 

also published in our GT News 
Spring 2022 issue. See GT News 
12 Spring 2020 for previous 
details and costings.

If you have any queries 
meanwhile, or have a special need 
to book by email or post, contact 
our Organiser Virginia Hinze: 
vchinze99@gmail.com  
or: 01273 844 819 

Please note the change in  
Virginia Hinze’s email.

While our intention, at this stage 
is to broadly follow the previous 
programme, we have decided 
to separate the AGM and New 
Research Symposium from the 
weekend as they has taken off so 
well online, so we will have more 
time for garden visiting. 

Our North Yorkshire weekend 
will remain the same opportunity 
to catch up with old friends and 
to meet new members that have 

formed such a part of the GHS 
and CGT and GT Conferences in 
summers past.

The outline programme (tbc) 
will include:

A Tour of Temple Grounds and 
its ‘Picturesque’ landscape, a tour 
of Richmond’s Georgian Theatre, 
with its historic interiors and stage 
settings, and Millgate House’s 
exquisite plantsman’s garden;

An owner-guided visit to Aske 
Hall, with garden landscape 
elements by both William Kent 
and Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown; 
our special Saturday night 
dinner at The Station, housed in 
Richmond’s Victorian Railway 
Station building; 

An extensive visit to Constable 
Burton, lunch and viewing of the 
garden at Bolton Castle and a visit 
to Bolton Hall. 

Bolton Castle, Yorkshire, by Edward Dayes (1763–1804).
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The Gardens Trust Annual General Meeting
6pm, Friday 3 September 2021
In light of continuing uncertainty surrounding the impact of Covid-19 restrictions and social distancing 
measures, the 2021 AGM will be held online by zoom. Members are welcome to attend the online AGM,  
cast their votes and ask questions. For members unable to attend online, you can vote by proxy. 

For the Notice of the Annual General Meeting 2021 and Annual Report 2020, see enclosed booklet together 
with Proxy Voting Form for Individual and Joint Members of the Gardens Trust. Your vote is important and will 
help to ensure a quorum for the meeting. Closing date for proxy votes is by 6pm on Tuesday 31 August 2021.

Saturday 4 September 11th New Research Symposium, session 1  
20th-century gardens and landscapes

from Monday 6 September The History of Commercial Nurseries, planthunters etc
from Tuesday 7 September Trees with Yorkshire Gardens Trust [4 sessions]
from Tuesday 7 September with FOLAR – Friends of the Landscape Archive at Reading
from Wednesday 8 September Unforgettable Gardens in Norfolk, with Norfolk GT [4 sessions]
from Friday 10 September Botany [7 sessions]
17 to 20 September Study Tour to France, Jardins à la Française
from Thursday 23 September  Garden History – The early18th-century Garden [6 sessions]
from Tuesday 5 October Garden Archaeology [6 sessions]
from Wednesday 6 October Unforgettable Gardens in Surrey, with Surrey GT [4 sessions]
from Wednesday 3 November Unforgettable Gardens  Northamptonshire, with Northamptonshire GT [4 sessions]
from Thursday 11 November  Garden History – The Landscape Garden [6 sessions]
from Tuesday 16 November Shakespeare and Gardens [4 sessions]
Saturday 20 November 11th New Research Symposium, session 2 — 18th and 19th century 

gardens and landscapes
from Wednesday 1 December Unforgettable Gardens further afield…

2022
TBC April 2022 Return to Sicily and Palermo, Gardens Trust Study Tour
2 to 4 September  North Yorkshire Gardens and Landscapes Weekend
Details and booking information for all these events can be found inside on pages 29 to 33. This is a rapidly 
evolving programme so please keep an eye on our website for updates: thegardenstrust.org/events-archive/ 
and always check our e-Bulletin for the very latest programme details and information.

GT events
diary 2021
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